
Crown-of-Thorns 

(COTS) Outbreaks



Crown of Thorns Starfish (COTS)

• Aka Acanthaster planci

• Voracious coral predator

• Report sightings of 10 or more

Don’t touch 

the COTS!
They have venomous, 

sharp spines



• Major driver of 
coral loss over 
the last decade

• Average coral 
cover has 
decreased from 
nearly 20% in 
2003 to only 
10% in 2011

• Likely due to 
climate change 
and COTS
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